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August 24, 2016 
 
MEMORANDUM  
 
TO:   James Carabelli, Chair Macomb Orchard Tail Commission 
 
FROM:   John Paul Rea, AICP  

Director  
 

RE:   Macomb Orchard Trail Maintenance and Operations 
 
On behalf of the Macomb County Department of Planning and Economic Development (MCPED), I 
respectfully submit the following memo highlighting current maintenance and operation updates for the 
Macomb Orchard Trail.   
 

• Shelby Township Pocket Park – The Land and Water Resources Program Area has been tasked 
with developing a series of conceptual plans for the proposed Shelby Township Pocket Park 
located at the southeast corner of 25 Mile Road and Shelby Road.  An initial assessment of the 
area concluded that there is more than 2,600 sq. ft. of total project area.  The initial plans are to 
incorporate the existing benches, trash receptacle, informational kiosk and paver area into a barn 
shading structure.  The map below highlights the project area.  As staff has completed the initial 
project scope staff from Planning and Economic Development will not engage Shelby Township 
Parks and Recreation to establish design and function criteria for the site.  Once a final design is 
completed County staff will work with Shelby Township to develop a project timeline, and acquire 
any necessary permits for the Department of Roads.   

 

 



• Mowing and Maintenance – The Department of Roads continues to coordinate routine mowing, 
facilitates debris pickup, and responds to general inquiries.  We had a few homeowners contact 
the County this month after the heavy storms about dead branches that had fallen on or near the 
trail property.  Each inquiry was assessed and the appropriate response was administered. 

• Budgeting and Future Planning – The Department of Planning and Economic Development has 
been working with the Office of the County Executive to explore additional funding options for 
the Macomb Orchard Trail and other recreational offerings.   The department has presented 
preliminary resources to the Executive team to aid them in the preparation of the 2017 budget.  
Over the next month representatives from the Department will be presenting preliminary budget 
reports to the Board of Commissioners. 

• Maps – The department is leveraging its Planning and Mapping Services division to develop a 
refreshed MOT Map.  Also departmental exploring digital mapping that could be integrated into 
the MOT website.   

    
We greatly appreciate the opportunity to work alongside our municipal partners to manage and enhance 
the Macomb Orchard Trail.  Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 


